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Master Sergeant Don Marchand was born in Houston, Texas and began music at age eight.  After graduating from Clarkston High School, 

Georgia in 1979, MSgt Marchand began studying at the University of North Texas for three years before doing a two year road tour with two 

different bands.  MSgt Marchand then completed a Bachelor of Music Performance from McNeese State University with a concentration in 

jazz and commercial music.  He began working on a Master of Music degree in Composition at Middle Tennessee State University before 

performing as a full time musician in Nashville, Tennessee. 

As a trombonist and band leader, Sergeant Marchand has performed with Danny Davis and the Nashville Brass, the Nashville Contemporary 

Pops Orchestra, Truth, The Spurlows, and as a music contractor with Ross Productions, as well as with his own big band.  Sergeant 

Marchand has appeared professionally with artists such as Burt Bacharach, Natalie Cole, Bob Hope, The Four Seasons, Frank Mantooth, 

Bob Mintzer, Jim McNeely, Rob McConnel, Al Vizutti, Lori White, Andy Williams and Toni Tenille.

Sergeant Marchand enlisted in the United States Air Force in 1989 and completed a two year tour with the Air Force Band of the Gulf Coast, 

Keesler AFB, Mississippi.  He was then re-assigned to the Band of Flight, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, for two years.  His next assignment 

was with the US Air Forces in Europe Band, in Germany followed by a 14 year assignment with the Band of the West, Lackland AFB, 

Texas. He began his assignment with the Band of Mid-America in February, 2011.

Sergeant Marchand’s additional duties have included jobs as Musical Director, Chief Musical Arranger, Supply Clerk, Air Transportation 

NCOIC, Assistant Director of Operations, Director of Operations, Operations Flight Chief, Enlisted Specialty Training Manager, NCOIC 

of Productions, NCOIC for various musical groups and ensembles and Marketing/Productions Flight Chief. He has been awarded Airmen 

of the Quarter and Year, Wright-Patterson AFB; Airman of the Quarter and Year, Bandsman of the Year for the entire career field (airman 

category 1995, USAFE; NCO of the Quarter, (1st and 3rd) for 1998, Band of the West.  His military awards and decorations include the Air 

Force Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal with four Oak Leaf clusters, the Air Force Achievement Medal with 

four Oak Leaf clusters, the Navy Achievement Medal, the Air Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border and the Navy Seas Service 

Deployment Ribbon.  Most recently, Master Sergeant Marchand served as the Air Forces Southern Band’s Senior Enlisted Leader for the 

first Air Force Band to be deployed onboard the US Naval Ship Comfort in support of Operation Continuing Promise throughout Central and 

South America.

MSgt Marchand presently performs with “Hot Brass”, the Concert Band and the Ceremonial Band.


