
 
 

USAF Band of Mid-America Virtual Concert Band (BOMA VCB) 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
Who can participate? 
Anyone can participate; as long as you provide proper documentation if you are under 18 (see below). 

 
Is there a minimum and/or maximum participation cutoff? 
We need to receive 100 submissions in order to generate a quality final video. There is no maximum submission number.  

 
How old do I have to be to join? 
There is no minimum age requirement, but if you are under 18 you must provide a copy of the permission form completed by 
your parent or legal guardian. 

 
Where do I find music and recording instructions? 
Music and recording instructions can be downloaded from our website (www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil). 

 
What should I wear in the video? 
If you are in the military, please wear either your ABU (or equivalent: NWU, MCCUU, ACU) or an open-collar, short-sleeve 
service uniform. If you are a civilian, wear dark clothing with no logos or words to ensure there are no inappropriate 
clothing items and help us see you and your instrument clearly. 

 
How will my data be used? 
We will use your location (city and country) to add you to a listing of the locations of BOMA VCB submissions. We also might 
email you occasional updates over the course of the project, leading up to the final release of the film. Your data will NOT be 
shared with any third parties or used for any other purpose. 

 
Are there any rules for what I can or cannot submit? 
Your video(s) must be submitted before 11:59 PM Central Daylight Time on October 20, 2014. Please remember that this 
must be your own work and cannot contain any third-party content to which you don't have usage rights. You should be the only 
person in your video. Please eliminate all pictures, words or logos (other than those outlined in the “what to wear” section) from 
your video or we won't be able to use your submission. 

 
What equipment do I need to record my submission? 
You'll need a video and audio recording device. These can include but are not limited to video cameras, digital still cameras with 
video capability, Smartphones, tablet computers, laptops or desktop computers. You will save your video and then upload it to 
YouTube. 

  



 
When you record 

 Find a quiet place to record. 
 Turn off fans and other appliances that hum (eg. refrigerators). 
 Prepare your device: close all applications other than your web browser, and stop all background tasks. Reboot if 

necessary. 
 Be the only person in your video. 
 Make sure your face is brightly lit. Wear earbuds or headphones.  
 Keep looking at the camera at the end of the piece. 

 
Can I include other people in my video? 
No. Please ensure that only you are featured in your video. 

 
What do I need to know about recording sound? 

 The built-in microphone on your webcam will struggle to record usable sound if your subject is any further than 3 feet 
away from the camera. 

 Use an external microphone, if possible. 
 Be aware of background noise – try and record somewhere quiet, if possible. Turn off fans, air-conditioners and cycling 

appliances if nearby. 
 Avoid touching the microphone and think about where it is positioned in relation to your subject. 

 
Will footage be used from everyone who submits a video? 
Yes. Every contribution, provided it meets our requirements (particularly audio and video quality), will be included in some way 
in the final film. Until we know how many videos we have it's impossible to say exactly how they all will be used. 

 
Where do I upload my video? 
You will upload your video to YouTube (www.youtube.com). You will need to have your own account with YouTube to 
upload your video and then follow the naming convention listed in the instructions (USAF BOMA – “Stars and Stripes” – 
instrument name. For example: USAF BOMA – “Stars and Stripes” – flute) 
 
Will I get paid? 
No, there is no monetary payment. Musicians from around the world will join together in BOMA VCB to create beautiful 
music.  

 
Who owns my video when I submit it? 
You will retain ownership, but by uploading your video you agree to our Terms and Conditions which grant the USAF Band of 
Mid-America the right to include your video in the final film and to use the final film in all media. 

 
When and how can I see the finished film? 
The Final video will be released on the USAF Band of Mid-America YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/USAFBoMA) on November 11, 2014. It will also be shared through our website and other 
social media outlets. 

 

Legal Disclaimers 

The USAF Band of Mid-America (BOMA) does not endorse YouTube, Google, Gmail, or organizations sponsoring linked websites, and we do not endorse the views they express 
or the products/services they offer. 

BOMA cannot authorize the use of copyrighted materials contained in linked websites.  Users must request such authorization from the sponsor of the linked website. 

BOMA is not responsible for transmissions users receive from linked websites. 

BOMA does not guarantee that outside websites comply with Section 508 (Accessibility Requirements) of the Rehabilitation Act. 

Any reference obtained from this server to a specific product, process, or service does not constitute or imply an endorsement by BOMA or the United States Government of the 
product, process, or service, or its producer or provider.  The views and opinions expressed in any referenced document do not necessarily state or reflect those of BOMA or the 
United States Government. 

Neither BOMA, the United States Government, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, including warranties of merchantability and fitness for a 
particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information from YouTube, Google, Gmail or links contained within these 
sites. 


